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Required Text
Maurier, Wendy, L. and Herbert C. Northcott. Aging in Ontario Diversity in the New Millennium. Calgary: Detselig Enterprises Ltd. 2000.

Course Description
Sociology of Aging provides an analytical framework for understanding the interplay between human lives and changing social structures. This course is designed to provide students with an overview of sociology of aging. Topics covered will include the following: aging as a social process, historical and cultural perspectives on aging, individual aging, population aging, theory and research, social inequality and social change, the lived environment, family ties, relationships, economic security, social networks and social participation in later life, social support and public policy for an aging population and health in later life. 

Course Requirements

Students are expected to attend class regularly and actively participate in class discussions. As well, reading assignments are to be completed and sources brought to class when requested. The reading list and dates and type of sources to be brought to class are attached to this syllabus. 

Evaluation



Marks


Due Dates


Quiz                                                    20 Marks                     Tuesday, June 5
Presentation                                        15 Marks                     June 11 & 12 

Research Project                                 25 Marks                     June 11  

Movie Review                                      5 Marks                     June 4

Final Examination                              25 Marks                     June 15 

Participation                                       10 Marks                     Throughout the course

Examination and Quiz

The examinations will incorporate lectures, class discussions, films, presentations and assigned readings. 
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Movie Review
You are to watch a movie and critically analyze the movie. Your review will be a 1 page summary of the movie and 2-3 pages of analysis. In class, we will discuss some of the common myths about older people You will use these myths as the focus of your critical analysis. Specifically, does the movie reinforce or rebuke the myths. The choice of movie is up to you, as long as the movies’ central focus is older people. For example, On Golden Pond and Grumpy Old Men. Alternatively, you could watch 3 episodes of a television program (for example, Golden Girls) instead of a movie. The purpose of this assignment is to get you thinking critically and to look closely at how older people are portrayed in the popular media.

Participation

Your participation mark is based on your contribution to class discussions.

Research Project
You will choose one area of aging in Canada to focus on. Your research project will be used as the basis for your class presentation. The purpose of this project is to examine one area of aging in-depth and work towards honing up your research skills. To successfully complete this project you will need to examine your topic area from all available sources. You might want to look at academic sources (books and articles), magazine articles, newspaper articles, visit a local agency/seniors home (if this appropriate), etc. Use your imagination to find your sources. These sources will be handed to the instructor on the due date, with a completed bibliography. You can interview agency/organization personnel and submit the interview as part of your research package. You cannot interview older people, as this would require ethical approval and there is not time to apply for, and have the ethics committee review your proposal. For example, if you chose to look at seniors fitness classes, you would examine the academic literature, look for magazines that focus on seniors and fitness, investigate what fitness classes are available in Thunder Bay for seniors, you may then talk to some of the instructors of fitness classes, etc. Each part of your research process should be duly reported and handed in with your research package. This would include attempts to interview agencies/organizations that were not successful. Since we do not want duplication of projects you should let me know your topic choice as soon as possible. 

Presentation 
You will use the findings from your research project to prepare a class presentation. The presentation is to be 20 minutes to 30 minutes in length. Please allow 5 minutes for a question period. You can assign the class a reading within four days of your presentation.   
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Tentative Lecture and Reading Schedule

Monday, May 28

Welcome to Sociology of Aging
Introductions
Course Outline 
Lecture: Introduction to the Sociology of Aging
              Aging Populations

Tuesday, May 29

Lecture: Social Construction of Reality 

              Aging and Social Structure 

              Myths and Realities of Aging  
Bring in a section form an academic book or journal article that discusses myths surrounding older people.

Wednesday, May 30

Lecture: Conducting Content Analysis

Bring in a popular magazine that can be used to conduct content analysis.

Lecture: History and Culture as Factors in Aging

Thursday, May 31

Movie

Monday, June 4

Lecture: History and Culture as Factors in Aging continued 

Tape: Under the Willow Tree

Reading: Chapter 1 - Diversity and the Seniors’ Population Living in Ontario

Movie Review is Due.

Tuesday, June 5

Quiz -first part of the class

Lecture: Coping With Individual Change - Aging As a Stage in the Life Cycle and Successful Aging
Reading Chapter 2 - The Demographic Diversity of Seniors in Ontario

Wednesday, June 6

Lecture: Sociological Theories 

              Our Changing Health Care System - Are the Elderly a Burden to the Health-Care           

              System?

Reading: Chapter 3 - Health and Health Care Utilization of Ontario Seniors 
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Thursday, June 7

Lecture: Our Changing Health Care System - Long-Term Care in an Aging Population     

              Health Care in Canada

              Family and Kin as Support Systems 

Reading: Chapter 4 - Informal Caregiving and Institutionalization 

Monday, June 11

Presentations

After the presentations we will begin our examination of Public Policy and Programs for Seniors Living in Ontario.

Reading: Chapter 5 - Public Policy and Programs for Seniors Living in Ontario.

Research Projects are due.

Tuesday, June 12

Presentations

Public Policy and Programs for Seniors Living in Ontario continued.

Lecture: Pensions 
              Grey Power

Wednesday, June 13

Lecture: Age Stratification

              Retirement

              Poverty

Reading: Chapter 6 - Conclusion: Returning to the Issue of Diversity 

Thursday, June 14

Lecture: Death and Dying 

Catch-up 


